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Memory of soldier drives house 
fundraiser  

Elizabeth Johnson stood to speak about her late son and looked out at more than 100 people 
-- more than she ever expected.  

"I don't know hardly anyone here," said the mother of Army Cpl. Jeremiah Johnson, as she 
looked at the faces -- most strangers. "But you have met Jeremiah."  

The people spilled out of the conference room and into the crowded lobby of a Vancouver-
area home builder on Sunday to launch a drive to build a 1,700-square-foot house for 
Johnson's widow and two children. The 23-year-old died from a severe brain injury sustained 
on duty in Baghdad.  

The crowd gathered at the offices of New Tradition Homes, which discounted the land for the 
house and will oversee its construction. Organizers hope the two-story, three-bedroom home 
can be built by April for Johnson's widow, Gale Johnson, 24, son Isaiah, 5, and daughter Rya, 
3.  

Along with Cpl. Johnson's mom, Johnson's former youth pastor Luke Hanes spoke during a 
half-hour memorial service at Sunday's event. Hanes recalled how Jeremiah and Gale met in 
first grade. He attended her ballet performance and she his Little League games. They held 
signs together at a right-to-life rally.  

"At church, I could never find her," Gale's mom, Kathleen Kelley, said later. "She was chasing 
Jeremiah around."  

Gale did not attend the event. She sent a text message, which her mother-in-law read during 
the service: "I can't do it today."  

"It opens the wound again," Kelley explained.  

An enlarged set of plans for the home had several dozen squares colored in, each 
representing a $100 donation. At the front of the conference room, a list of companies 
donating labor and equipment contained more than 40 names.  

Organizers say they've already lined up volunteers to pour the foundation. The framing, 
lumber, doors, nails and concrete have been donated, too.  

"We had a steel company offer to build the house with steel instead of two-by-fours," said 
Janet Dearing, a member of the committee organizing the fundraising drive. "We thanked 
them. But we didn't want to redo the plans." 

Memorial - First up, a new home for Cpl. Jeremiah Johnson's kin; then perhaps a 
foundation to help others 
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The Oregonian Staff 
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Several of Johnson's friends came up with the idea. Dearing said the group hopes eventually 
to organize Jeremiah's House into a nonprofit foundation to help others in the community.  

Besides in-kind donations, the group has raised $10,000 for the Johnson home. It needs an 
additional $50,000 to purchase the lot. Anyone interested in helping can contact Salmon 
Creek Foursquare Church in Vancouver or Stephen Staudinger at New Tradition Homes.  

Brent Hunsberger: 503-221-8359; brenthunsberger@news.oregonian.com  
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